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It is listed by the World Conservation Union as one of the world's worst invasive species.[15] 
The invasive root system and strong growth can damage concrete foundations, buildings, flood fences, roads, 
paving, retaining walls and architectural sites. It can also reduce the capacity of channels in flood to carry 
water.[16] 
It is a frequent colonizer of temperate riparian ecosystems, roadsides and waste places. It forms thick, dense 
colonies that completely crowd out any other herbaceous species and is now considered one of the worst 
invasive exotics in parts of the eastern United States. The success of the species has been partially attributed 
to its tolerance of a very wide range of soil types, pH and salinity. Its rhizomes can survive temperatures of 
−35 °C (−31 °F) and can extend 7 metres (23 ft) horizontally and 3 metres (9.8 ft) deep, making removal by 
excavation extremely difficult. The plant is also resilient to cutting, vigorously resprouting from the roots. 

Identification 
Identification of Japanese knotweed is not always easy. Many other plants are suspected of being knotweed, 
due often to the similar appearance of leaves and stems. Dogwood, lilac, Houttuynia (Houttuynia cordata), 
ornamental Bistorts such as Red Bistort (Persicaria amplexicaulis), lesser knotweed (Persicaria campanulata), 
Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), Broadleaved Dock (Rumex obtusifolius), Bindweed (Convolvulus 
arvensis), bamboo, Himalayan Honeysuckle (Leycesteria formosa), and Russian Vine (Fallopia baldschuanica) 
have been suspected of being Fallopia japonica.[17 
 
Japanese knotweed has a large underground network of roots (rhizomes). To eradicate the plant the roots need to be 
killed. All above-ground portions of the plant need to be controlled repeatedly for several years in order to weaken 
and kill the entire patch. Picking the right herbicide is essential, as it must travel through the plant and into the root 
system below.  Contact your local landscaper for help in identification and use of the right herbicide. 


