PLANNING COMMISSION
MARCH 25, 2021

SIKKENGA / PINEGATE / MACBETH SOLAR SYSTEMS

Present: Dave Francis, Stu Scholl, Randy Wackernagel. Charlie Hoglund, Tracy
Korthase

Also Present: Zoning Administrator Rachael Novak Attny, Representative from Pinegate
Lorraine Bergman, Denny and Gail Sikkenga, and about 5 other people in audience

Meeting began at 12:03pm. This meeting was posted over 24 hours in advance, signs
were posted on the doors, and Supervisor Jeff King emailed several residents who had
previously made some comment or concern over future proposed solar farm.

Francis re-capped history of project. Began a couple years ago. Montague Township
looked at the proposed project as an “Essential Service”, as we did not have any solar
zoning in place. The summer of 2020 came and an extension was granted until
September 4. 2021, to allow the proposing companies to prepare. This project will be
owned by MacBeth Solar. Originally, Cypress Creek was the Procurement and
Construction company, but now it is Pinegate Renewables.

Francis said over the winter months, our Township heard of possible changes in the
plans, and felt that another public meeting was in order, to answer questions and to meet
Pinegate.

Changes that were heard of were
1. incorporation of battery storage system (as an option)
2. site size changed from 151 to 167 acres
3. concerned there would be more earth contouring
4. Connie Crancer made some suggestions on pollinators

Bergman said that they were not planning on the batteries now but in the future.

When asked about the grading, she said these issues were addressed by the civil
engineers.

Bergman — soul and erosion control permit ok’d from County; will be submitting to
EGLE: awaiting final driveway permits; after contouring, so rolling terrain will be lefi;
not sure on creation of retention ponds; re-using top soil; panels run N to S and rotate E
to W.

Wackernagel asked about decommissioning. Bond is already posted. Bergman said the
panels / farm has a 40 year service life. This development has been promised 20 years at
a fixed rate with Consumers.

Qur contact is with MacBeth after it gets started.



An operation and maintenance team will be “local” to maintain facilities and make sure
trees are watered, mowing, etc

Concerns continued regarding flooding. Bergman said engineers working to keep that
from happening. We said we didn’t want more flooding on Fruitvale. But we don’t want
flash flooding on Master Tag either. Concerns continued as to whether their design will
be enough. Need to know historic cycles. Could a ditch be engineered along E edge to
catch and channel the water?

Bergman said they are 100° off N property line.

Scholl brought up cover crops and their importance. Pinegate willing to work with local
Connie Crancer.

Regarding decommissioning, discussion continued on bonds.

Board chose to require the companies to come back to the Board before they install
batteries.

This system is a 20-Mw.

Bob Muzio — neighbor down the road. Is maintenance done by professionals? Will
planted trees be watered — what if they die? Replacement? Tree lines must be replaced
in a timely manner,

Concerns sited about corrosiveness of batteries.

Bergman said companies will be in touch with Fire Department, and give them keys for
access.

Sample Motion: The Planning Commission accepts the Pinegate Solar project as
presented, but for any battery storage, Macbeth or Pinegate must return to the Planning
Commission.

Scholl says its hard for many people to see, but solar is a great example of clean energy.
Public comments closed at 1:14pm
Reviewed sonte conditions from previous meeting.

Korthase Motion: Planning Commission accepts the plans as presented with the
following requirements:
1. Any discussion of battery placement will require a return to the Planning
Commission
2. Newly planted trees must be watered for 2 years. If they die within 3 years they
must be replaced



3. Emergency contacts must be on signage

4. Fire Department must be worked with, and they must be able to have access.
Hoglund seconded
Roll call — all yes.

Motion to close meeting at 1:45pm
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