
 

 

Planning Commission 

Tuesday, January 7, 2025 

Subject:  Meeting CREO criter ia /  f inal iz ing our Renewable Energy Distr ict 

Present:  Bob Muzio, Stu Scholl, Brooke Cudney, Randy Wackernagel, Tracy Korthase                                                    
Also present:  Jeff King, Supervisor; Ron Bailey, Supervisor White River Township 

Meeting opened at 7:05pm 

Reviewed overall agenda  

Discussed proposed Renewable Energy Overlay District (RO) – our CREO – and its purpose, to meet 
State standards by setting aside an area of use, without committing entire Township.  Various members 
brought up questions throughout evening, on coverage with our new RO wording. But we kept coming 
back to the fact that this CREO was written to meet State of Michigan standards, whether we think some 
areas needed more stringent wording. 

Scholl brought up the term used – “dark sky-friendly lighting solutions”.  Would like to incorporate this in 
all our future site plan reviews. 

Solar was first to be reviewed, and first where all were ok with solar as it was written. 

Wind was tackled next.  It was questioned if anyone knew the Mw of a windmill production.  King guessed 
5Mw but unknown for sure.  All said they were ok with wind as it was written. 

Batteries were discussed next.   It was noted that this is completely new wording, as Montague Township 
does not have ANY current wording regarding battery storage now. 

Wackernagel felt strongly we need to make sure we have adequate coverage with insisting on secondary 
containment systems.  While it is addressed under 4.33.1.C, and meets State standards, it was agreed 
that this is one area to examine closely and thoroughly in Site Plan Reviews, should any company get to 
this point in the process. 

Cudney made a Motion to recommend approval of our Solar, Wind, and Battery RO 
Distr icts in accordance with Art ic le PA233 of Michigan.  Korthase seconded. 

More discussion continued at this point.  Scholl pointed out several issues within the Battery section, he 
felt needed more attention.  While we all agreed, we were again reminded that this wording came from 
the State, and if we attempt to change or alter, we may lose our “CREO” status.  We decided to make a 
more detailed checklist for Site Plan Reviews with our questions on a separate sheet of paper, so we can 
keep it handy in our Zoning Ordinance, to ask on future energy installations, as well as everything else. 

Motion was repeated.  Seconded by Korthase.  Al l  in favor.  Motion passed.   

Next meeting will be February 3, Monday, at 7pm – to receive and review all comments from the public. 

Agenda was reviewed again.  Decided to tackle other issues once our RO is complete. 

Meeting closed at 8:25pm. 


